




Electric cooperatives are closely watch-
ing the Oregon Legislature this year as 
energy issues continue to be a part of the 
debate. 

On February 16, more than 70 elec-
tric cooperative leaders came to Salem 
to lobby their state legislators during 
the Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s 2011 Legislative Day.

Energy issues are nonpartisan because 
both Republicans and Democrats rep-
resent members of electric cooperatives. 
Co-op leaders work with both parties on 
public policy to minimize rising costs. 

Senate Republican leader Ted Ferrioli 
(R-John Day, District 30) told a group of 
rural electric leaders “cooperatives must 
engage in the political process to protect 
your members.”   

A group of co-op leaders also met 
with Senate President Peter Courtney 
(D-Salem, District 11) and outlined 
their concerns with legislation that could 
increase costs for their members.  

During their day at the Capitol, co-op 
leaders highlighted the following points 
with their legislators:

�t��Electric co-ops strive to keep elec-
tricity affordable for consumers.  Any 
new mandated fees, taxes or assessments 
on electric cooperative consumers will hit 
hardworking families without improv-
ing the reliability of the electrical power 
system.

�t��Electric co-ops have made a com-
mitment to renewable power and energy 
efficiency. Electric cooperatives get 

more than 90 percent of their electric-
ity from carbon-free sources through the 
Bonneville Power Administration, which 
markets renewable hydropower from 
dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers.

�t��Electric co-ops have worked 
for many years on cost-effective 
conservation programs. These programs 

not only help members be more energy 
efficient, but save co-ops money and 
offset the need for new sources of 
generation. 

Provided by the Oregon Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association for its Power of 
Community members. To learn more or sign up, 
go to www.oreca.org/powercom.php.
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A roundup of state 
legislative news from  
Power of Community.

Co-ops Promote A�ordable Energy

Above, state Sen. Ted 
Ferrioli discusses energy 
issues with co-op lead-
ers, from left, Dave 
Clemens, Central 
Electric director; Gary 
Miller, Oregon Trail 
Electric director; Randy 
Whitaker, Harney 
Electric manager; and 
Bob Durham, Wasco 
Electric director.

Below, Columbia Basin 
Electric General 
Manager Jerry Healy, 
left, chats with state 
Rep. John Huffman.
Photos by Mike Teegarden

Rural electric utility leaders 
meet with state legislators 
to support rate stability
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Lane Electric welcomes Willamette 
Valley Pump Co. as our newest Co-op 
Connections partner.  They’re located 
at 2320 Main Street, Springfield, OR.  
541-726-4800.   www.wvpump.com  

New customers can present their 
Co-op Connections Card and get 10% 
discount on labor costs on their first 
service call



Dear Member:

It’s getting to be that time of year when we start thinking 
about spring time.  As the weather warms, trees, shrubs and 
flowers begin to bloom and we begin making plans for all 
those outdoor projects we dreamed up this winter - you know, 
the ones in the garage, around the house and in the yard.

While you might be ready and rearing to get an early start, 
please don’t let your enthusiasm and impatience overshadow 
basic safety and common sense.  To be safe, plan your work 
and then, work your plan.

For indoor projects that involves wiring and electrical fixtures, make sure you turn 
the power off at the breaker panel to avoid getting shocked.
 If you’re digging holes for new fence posts or planting trees or shrubs, ask yourself, 
where possible underground wires might be.  It is very important that you do not nick 
or cut them with a shovel or pick.

If you are unsure about the location of underground wires, please take a minute and 
call 811, the Oregon Underground Notification Center.  The process is quick and easy.  
When you call 811, you are connected to the One Call Center closest to your area.  The 
call center takes your information and notifies Lane Electric of your request.  A 
qualified professional is dispatched from the co-op to locate and mark the location of 
underground power line before you dig and find them.  In order to ensure that your job 
stays on schedule, please call a few days before you’re ready, to allow for processing.  
Remember, knowing what’s below ground will protect you, your family and your 
neighbors.

As well, be aware of any overhead power lines in your area.  Always look up before 
moving irrigation pipes, using a ladder, installing a new antenna or flag pole, or moving 
large trucks, trailers or heavy equipment.  As you develop your plan, remember the old 
saying, “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”.  It just might save your life.

As I look ahead to next month’s message, I will reflect on the important nature of 
emergency preparedness given that we have just experienced a snow storm on 
Valentine’s Day and a recent wind storm which caused far more damage than the 
windstorm in February, 2002.
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Down the line

787 Bailey Hill Road / P.O. Box 21410
Eugene, Oregon  97402
O�  ce Phone:  (541) 484-1151
Website:  www.laneelectric.com
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